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Fed up with the me-me-me narcissism of High School Musical? Hankering for the chutzpah of Bugsy 
Malone? Longing to see a song-and-dance show that has a built-in call to political action? 

Well, the opportunity is here with Primary School Musical, a delightful antidote to the fame-is-the-spur 
values of Hannah Montana, packed with catchy songs and imbued with an uplifting sense of public 
spiritedness. The only catch is that to get the full experience you have to find a class of willing P7s and 
stage the show for yourself. 

The brainchild of Angus Reid – book, music and lyrics – Primary School Musical began as a response 
to the threatened closure of Edinburgh’s Stockbridge Primary. Happily, the school and the show live 
on, but it’s the producers’ idea that P7 classes across the country should now mount their own 
versions. 

I recommend they do. Probably best not to tell the head teacher about the show’s call for civil 
disobedience, but no harm in emphasising its valuable message about empowerment as it tells the 
tale of a class of 11-year-olds fighting for the survival of their education using the power of song alone. 

It features tailor-made parts for the whole class – from the socially deprived chav to the timid new boy 
– and it rattles along with a meta-theatrical conceit, being a musical about putting on a musical. All this 
is great fun, but it’s Reid’s songs, a bright and breezy set of catchy ensemble numbers and touching 
ballads, that carry the day. 

 
I starred in Primary School Musical 
 
Press Packer Adam, 7, found out his school in Edinburgh was going to close. 
There was a campaign to save the school and a musical was written about the battle. 
Here is his story. 
 
"I started school two years ago. I really enjoyed my new school and made friends really quickly. 
But within four hours of starting I found out the school was due to close! 
Lots of the parents of my friends and lots of us at the school thought this was really bad, so we 
started a campaign to save our school. 
 
Then one of the parents, called Angus, decided to write a musical about our struggle to save the 
school. We wanted to show how campaigning can make a difference. 
We also wanted a musical that was different to High School Musical because those kids are 
American and not like us at all. 
 
We rehearsed hard for the musical and I got the part of Prawn, the littlest person at school. The 
idea was that even though Prawn was the littlest he could still make a big difference. 
I really enjoyed performing the show at the school and I wasn't nervous at all. Lots of people 
came to see it so we decided to put the show on in Edinburgh during the festival. 
 
We saved our school 
 
The Edinburgh Festival is massive and hundreds of plays and comedy and dance show are put 
on here each year so it was great to be part of it. 
I really enjoyed making loads of new friends doing the show, but the best bit was that our school 
is now not going to be closed!" 
Adam, 7, Edinburgh, Scotland 

  

 
 



 

Singing to save the school 
• Source: The List  

• Date: 10 August 2009 

 
Faced with the potential closure of his children’s primary school, Angus Reid did all the usual 
things: went to meetings, met the Council and Scottish Parliament, wrote a musical. The last 
one on that list may seem a strange response, but as Reid says: ‘Where was the song ‘Save 
our School’?’ 

So he went off and wrote it – along with 13 other show-stopping tunes about primary school 
life. Meanwhile, the school fought a successful campaign to remain open, and Reid worked 
with pupils to create Primary School Musical!, the witty, gritty tale of a group of kids who save 
their school. Along the way they encounter the boy/girl divide, living with a single parent, 
tackling the powers that be, and a few tough kids down the road. 

Once the show has been performed, Reid plans to offer it to primary schools across Scotland. 
‘The attempt to close our school was nearly two years ago,’ says Reid. ‘And it has taken 
almost everyday since then to fashion an artistic reply. The show is edgy, funny, tender – and 
a bit subversive. It’s a great message for every community, and a great musical for any 
school that has the guts to stage it.’  

School musical to help others 
The producers of a musical about a threatened Edinburgh primary have won an £8,000 Lottery grant to 
encourage other schools to stage their own production. 

Primary School Musical was written by Angus Reid, 42, the father of two children at the threatened 
Stockbridge Primary in the capital. 

In August 2007 the school, along with 19 others in the city, was selected for closure, but when parents 
and pupils launched a campaign the schools were saved. 
 

  

Lottery grant to learn how to stage musical 
By Lisa Summers  
BBC Scotland 
 
The producers of a musical about a threatened Edinburgh primary have won an £8,000 Lottery grant 
to encourage other schools to stage their own production. Primary School Musical was written by 
Angus Reid, 42, the father of two children at the threatened Stockbridge Primary in the capital. In 
August 2007 the school, along with 19 others in the city, was selected for closure, but when parents 
and pupils launched a campaign the schools were saved. 
 
Mr Reid told BBC Scotland: "I'm a single parent, we lived abroad and my kids came back with me four 
years ago and enrolled at Stockbridge, which were wonderful years. The school really helped us a lot." 

 

 

 

 

Primary School Musical is about a boy who discovers he can sing and sets about putting on a 
musical at his local school.  In the middle of preparations, the council decides to close the 
school - but the children save the day. 
 
Adam Chappell, a seven-year-old Stockbridge Primary pupil who is in the show, said: "I play 
Prawn. I start off as a kid at another school being bullied, but then I go to Sunnyside Primary, 
but then it turns out that Mr Grime wants to close the school. But in the end, I save the day." 
In real life, Stockbridge Primary, where all the cast are pupils, won a reprieve but Poppy 
Apter, 12, remembers the uncertainty. She said: "We were just about to go into P6 when on 
the second day we started back we got told our school was to close and we'd have to go 
somewhere else. "I was just so scared because I didn't want to go to a different school. I 
really liked my school." 
 



Producers are to use the Big Lottery Fund grant to help other schools in Scotland put on their 
own version of the show. They are to meet other school teachers to show them how to 
produce a large musical show. 
 

Musical celebrates primary school 
By Angie Brown  
Edinburgh reporter, BBC Scotland news website 
 
A musical born out of the campaign to save a raft of primary schools in Edinburgh threatened 
with closure is being performed at the Fringe. 
 
Primary School Musical is the brainchild of a parent of two children at Stockbridge Primary, who helped 
to stop the council closing the school. In August 2007 the school, along with 19 others in the city, was 
selected for closure. Parents and pupils launched a campaign and the schools were saved. 
Angus Reid, 42, whose children were aged 10 and 11 at the time of the school closure announcement, 
wrote the music and the script for the show. He was inspired when he watched children protesting and 
waving banners outside the City Chambers. The musical is loosely based on that experience. 
Mr Reid said he was annoyed when he heard his children's school was to be closed. 
 
He said: "I felt angry the council wouldn't speak to us, it was a body which simply refused to speak about 
the policy. "In retrospect I'm grateful because if they hadn't acted so completely stupidly we wouldn't have 
needed to have gone to such extreme lengths and then we wouldn't have had all the joy of winning. 

 

 
"To close a school is to destroy a community and that is a precious thing in Scotland." 
 
Mr Reid, who has spent 18 months writing the musical, added that Stockbridge had been 
such a welcoming school to his children that he could not bear it closing. The single father: 
"My children's mother lives in Slovenia, which is where they were brought up and I brought 
them to Edinburgh four years ago. When we arrived my children were rather vulnerable, 
English wasn't their first language and they had a wonderful welcome in Edinburgh in a very 
small primary school with 200 kids and they flourished, they had a wonderful time, it was 
great and then after two years suddenly, for no good reason, the school was threatened with 
closure. In the course of all that I looked at all the children and thought 'where is their song?' 
They are protesting and shouting but where was their song? Because when they sing 
together they are very much stronger and they have an innocence that is so winning."  
 
Allana Evans, 12, who has just finished at Stockbridge Primary School, plays Melissa in the 
show. She said: "We were all quite upset when we were told our primary might have to close. 
It has been very hard work doing the show, you are on your feet all day. At first I felt upset 
about missing part of my summer holidays to practise for the show because I like to do other 
things and catch up with friends but then when I actually got into it was more fun than 
anything I would do all day so I was really happy." 
 
Adam Chapple, seven, plays Prawn in the show. 
He had just begun primary one at Stockbridge Primary when he was told it was to close. He 
said: "It is really good at school, lots of really great things happen there, lessons are great fun, 
I always learn a lot. I was quite worried when I was told the school might close and upset 
because I didn't know what kind of school I was going to and I didn't know if it was going to be 
better or worse. It has been some of the best days of my life (rehearsing for the show)". 
 
The show, which starts on Friday, is on at The Big Red Door in Lady Lawson Street. 
 
 


